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SUB J : EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
VALIDITY OF CRIMINAL JUDGMENTS 

REF: ANKARA 6229 

FOLLOWING MESSAGE AS RECEIVED FROM AMCONSUL 
STRASBOURG: 

1 . EUROPEAN CONVENTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL VALIDITY 
OF CRIMINAL JUDGMENTS ENTERED INTO FORCE ON JULY 26, 

1974. FOUR COUNTRIES HAVE RATIFIED: CYPRUS, 

DENMARK, NORWAY AND SWEDEN. SEVEN COUNTRIES HAVE 
SIGNED BUT NOT RATIFIED: AUSTRIA, BELGIUM, FRG, 
NETHERLANDS, ITALY, LUXEMBOURG AND TURKEY, THE LATTER 
SIGNED ON JUNE 26, 1974 WITH NO RESERVATIONS OR 
DECLARATIONS. THE OTHER COUNCIL OF EUROPE MEMBERS, 
FRANCE, GREECE, ICELAND, IRELAND, MALTA, PORTUGAL, 

SPAIN, SWITZERLAND AND THE UK, HAVE NOT YET SIGNED 

THE CONVENTION. 

2. FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED BY TELEPHONE 
FROM THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE LEGAL AFFAIRS DIVISION 
AND WILL HOPEFULLY RESPOND SUFFICIENTLY TO THRUST 
OF EMBASSY QUERIES: THE CONVENTION DEALS ONLY WITH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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CONTRACTING PARTY RELATIONSHIPS AND DOES NOT BIND 
THEM ONE WAY OR THE OTHER VIS-A-VIS OTHER COUNTRIES, 

FOR EXAMPLE THE U.S., NOR DOES IT AFFECT EXISTING 
TREATIES EXTANT AMONG THE CONTRACTING PARTIES OR 
MULTILATERAL AGREEMENTS. CONTRACTING STATES MAY NOT 
CONCLUDE NEW AGREEMENTS AMONG OR BETWEEN THEMSELVES 
EXCEPT TO REINFORCE OR FACILITATE IMPLEMENTATION 
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OF THE 1974 CONVENTION. OFFICIALS CONTACTED ARE NOT 
AWARE OF DETAILS OF ANY AGREEMENTS BETWEEN A COUNCIL 
OF EUROPE COUNTRY AND THIRD PARTIES ON SAME SUBJECT. 

3. FYI: IN A SUMMER 1977 RESHUFFLE, H. GOLSONG 
WAS APPOINTED DIRECTOR OF THE COUNCIL S HUMAN 
RIGHTS DIVISION. ROLAND MULLER, NEW LEGAL AFFAIRS 
DIVISION DIRECTOR, HAS BEEN ON SICK LEAVE FOR ALMOST 
A YEAR. ACTING DIRECTOR IS ERIK HARREMOES, A DANE, 

WHO ALSO HEADS THE PENAL AND CRIMINAL LAW SECTION. 

HE IS CONSIDERED THE EXPERT ON THIS CONVENTION BUT 
IS OUT OF TOWN UNTIL SEPTEMBER 4. PLEASE ADVISE IF 
ANY POINTS SHOULD BE CHECKED OUT FURTHER WITH HIM. 

HARTMAN 
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